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There's a Very Dirty War going on in America, and it definitely isn't pretty. It's being masked as an 
economic recession, a fiscal cliff, an austerity program, an unfortunate series of events, or as 
collateral damage from foreign wars on the terrorists that bombed us on 9/11, almost twelve years 
ago.  

But, the continued devastating effects from the 2008 economic meltdown coupled with the lack of 
responsibility our national politicians are taking in solving the resulting domestic problems begs the 
question:  What's going on?  When congressional Republicans are lobbying to remove social benefits 
as Great Depression levels of homelessness and unemployment remain under reported, morally 
reprehensible relative patterns begin to emerge.

Dysfunctional political and economic indicators are being reported in mainstream media outlets and 
on respected blog sites.  Indicators include Job Creation programs as seasonal work that substitute 
migrant laborers for growers in Watsonville.  College graduates look at their options and choose 
subsistence farming  projects on land around Narrowsburg.  Veterans wait for years for medical 
benefits and social services.  When awarded, those same type of  benefits are taken away at 
subjective will, as this author experienced with food stamps in Santa Barbara.

Repetitive false reporting on national unemployment rates can also lead to serious budget 
misappropriation for benefits, and for shelter when the benefits expire and recipients become 
homeless.  Where do the homeless go?  Parks in Sonoma County charging $35.00 per night for 
campgrounds, $8 per night for additional cars, and the fees are scheduled to increase.  San Francisco 
is a rare city since private and public organizations have cobbled high numbers of beds to provide for 
such needs.  But, what about the rest of the country?

To add insult to injury on the list of dysfunctional indicators, drones are being introduced for 
domestic use in Florida, Maryland, Texas and Colorado1 as defense industry representatives expect to 
double the market by 2020.  Local police forces, like St. Louis', have been identified as emerging 
markets for excess armaments from Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Iraq.2

These stories are not from another country, or elaborated conspiracy theories, or fodder for a science 
fiction novel.  They are happening now.  There is a dirty war going on, and we need to stop.

A key to understanding how the dirty war functions is to examine the provisions of the USA PATRIOT 
Act that have been contorted to benefit extremist conservative agendas.  Several especially lucrative 

1  “The drone over your backyard: A guide” By The Week Staff | June 8, 2012 
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insights can be found within publications of “self-deportation” procedures, touted by Arizona's 
politicians and derided by moderates and liberals during the last election cycle.  

Mark Krikorian, of the conservative think tank Center for Immigration Studies, describes the self-
deportation procedures as a planned series of “virtual choke points” that are designed to make 
normal life  -  gaining employment, access to social services, health care and education, even daily 
telephone and internet communications between friends, employers, and families  -  as difficult as 
possible.3  There's nothing “self” in the deportation, unless you consider the instinct to survive after 
every other option is closed off.  

The surveillance tools designed to create virtual choke points are those authorized by the Patriot Act 
together with restrictive immigration laws like the ones recently passed by the Kansas state 
legislature.  These tools include roving wiretaps, “sneak and peeks”, seizing voice mail messages and 
personal possessions,4 and creating shared data bases5 used by local police, custom officials and 
social services that can flag certain individuals targeted for virtual choking.  The FBI's web refers to 
the shared databases the Joint Terrorism Task Force uses as a “one-stop shop” for all of your terrorist 
fightin' needs.

Interactive choking, a process that makes the unwary public active participants in the dirty war, 
results from a letter writing technique used by the FBI.  This March's ruling by San Francisco's U.S. 
District Judge Susan Illston ruled “...the FBI's practice of issuing so-called national security letters to 
banks, phone companies and other businesses is unconstitutional, saying the secretive demands for 
customer data violate the First Amendment.”  One aspect of this technique that is most disturbing is, 
“the FBI almost always bars recipients of the letters from disclosing to anyone  -  including customers 
-  that they have even received the demands”, says Associated Press journalist Paul Elias.6  

Would banks receiving these secret letters approve a customer for mortgages, or for a small business 
loan?  Probably not.  Keep an employee whom the FBI has used this technique against?  They'd be out 
the door as soon as possible, since aiding and abetting a terrorist is a serious charge.

Constant application of these types of techniques creates alternative forms of incarceration by 
building temporary virtual walls for specific periods of time and for specific reasons.  The specificity 
of their application belies constant surveillance by agency and contract employees, as they throw 
innocent citizens into joblessness, poverty and homelessness.  Then, on the streets, a host of other 
problems occur.

Traditional forms of racial incarceration, like those experienced by African American males and 
Native American populations, are presently augmented with these more modern forms.  Modern or 
traditional, political incarceration during dirty wars purposefully incapacitates subcultures, 
communities, and individuals.  Twelve years after the National Emergency was declared on Sept.14, 
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2001, we're witnessing a wide spread application of the same terror fighting policies being used 
against broader segments of the American population.  

Hunter S. Thomson composed an incredible letter as a columnist for ESPN the day the airplanes were 
flown into the World Trade Center towers, (collapsing into themselves, similar to planned demolition 
jobs,) and had the foresight to write:

“It will be a Religious War, a sort of Christian Jihad, fueled by religious hatred and led by 
merciless fanatics on both sides. It will be guerilla warfare on a global scale, with no front 
lines and no identifiable enemy. Osama bin Laden may be a primitive "figurehead" -- or 
even dead, for all we know -- but whoever put those All-American jet planes loaded with 
All-American fuel into the Twin Towers and the Pentagon did it with chilling precision and 
accuracy.  The  second  one  was  a  dead-on  bullseye.  Straight  into  the  middle  of  the 
skyscraper.” 7

Identifying enemies has become the challenge.  Thomson goes on to say that if enemies aren't found, 
they'll be fabricated.  Fabricated or not, when roving surveillance is coupled with the techniques of 
virtual choking and secret letter writing, applied even after innocence has been established, the 
result is a slow “self-disappearance”.  This can take several different forms: assisted joblessness, 
assisted poverty, assisted homelessness, actual incarceration in several different types of institutions, 
assisted suicide, or outright assassination, as witnessed in Argentina's dirty war.  

Today, self-disappearance is being applied to those citizens brazen enough to dissent in this dirty 
war at home, whether their focus is the environment, gender equality, marriage laws, racial equality, 
military industrial complex, or the right to free speech. 

The ranks of the self-disappeared include a crop of people the FBI has labeled political subversives, 
as  defined in the agency's “Domestic Terrorism” training handbook.  In this handbook, those 
claiming first amendment rights and those using civil disobedience, as taught by Mahatma Gandhi 
and Martin Luther King, are incredibly enough presently identified as terrorist threats.  As Will Potter 
writes, “Among the more troubling portions of the training materials are warnings of activists using 
the Freedom of Information Act, engaging in non-violent civil disobedience, and gathering in coffee 
shops”8  Strange fruit, indeed.

What Native Americans and African Americans have been saying all along, and what recent college 
graduates, liberals, previous self employed white-collar workers between the ages of 40 and 60, and 
many participants in the Occupy Movement have come to understand, is that they are seemingly 
falling through the safety nets of our democratic society, when in reality they're being shoved into a 
virtual underclass. 

Shannon McLeish understands.  As an Occupy Movement participant from Ormond Beach, FL, 
Mcleish is now being monitored by the federal government, and has lost her home and her life 
savings.  McLeish states, “More and more homeless people were wandering through the 
neighborhood—people you could tell had never been homeless, just by virtue of what and how much 

7    ESPN Column, by Hunter S. Thomson, Sep 11-12, 2001, www.proxy.espn.go.com/espn/page2/story?id=1250751 
8    “Newly Released FBI “Domestic Terrorism” Training on Anarchists, Environmentalists, Show COINTELPRO Tactics”
       June 6, 2012 09:31By Will Potter, Green Is The New Red, www.truth-out.org/news/item/9618-newly-released-fbi-     

domestic-terrorism-training



they carried with them.  Families were sleeping behind big-box stores, and my area was featured on 
national news repeatedly for the number of homeless families.”9 

Eunice Jasica also understands.  Being homeless and living at a Salvation Army in Mississippi, Jasica 
was able to gain employment at the KFC on March 11th, but was fired seven days later while reporting 
to work and collecting the uniform.  Chelsey Ruff, the franchise owner, wrote, “due to concerns of 
lack of residence and transportation” he changed his mind about the hire.10 The Tupelo community 
was outraged, and Jasica was offered several jobs from which to choose.

Targets for choking vary widely.  More established targets, like Al Gore and Julian Assange for 
example, lose presidential elections and/or are framed in elaborate sexual peccadilloes.  Martin 
Luther King was killed.  The Dalai Lama's nephew, Jigme Norbu, was killed in Florida, not far from 
McLeish's old neighborhood as he was completing a 300 mile walk along the US east coast to 
increase awareness of Tibet.11  

Lower profile individuals who become national security marks in this dirty war are less publicly 
funneled towards disappearance as their friends and co-workers watch in horror.  One unnamed 
source says they have many friends who are experiencing the same series of patterns that lead to 
self-disappearance.  

In fact, this war has gotten so dirty that even calls to private sector emergency services for the 
homeless and victims of domestic violence in San Francisco are seemingly rerouted.  This author's 
three text messages and one email to an attorney, as an emergency was unfolding, were rendered 
undeliverable on that specific day and specific time  –  not before, nor since.  Who's actually 
responsible?

Like Argentina's dirty war where sanctioned and identifiable governmental forces overtly killed, 
maimed, imprisoned, or otherwise removed actual bodies (like throwing them out of airplanes),12 
America's using paramilitary forces of private consultants that act like gangs for national security 
agencies.  

More professional paramilitary gangs, like Blackwater/ Xe, invaded Louisiana after the oil spill crisis, 
and were seen commanding ferrys, patrolling the waterways, gulf, and beaches, supervising cleanup 
activities, and possibly even managing a protest, at which Halliburton's culpability was not allowed to 
be verbalized.  Baja, Mexico, is unknowingly hosting Mormon fundamentalist Blood Atonement 
gangs13 and their SoCal Neo-nazi co-workers, whom refer to themselves as “brotherhoods”, spin offs 

9    “State of Fear” by Chris Hedges, Jan 7, 2013, www.truthdig.com/report/item/state_of_fear_20130107/
10  “New job follows fury over KFC firing of homeless woman in Tupelo” by Emily Le Coz Mar 27, 2013 
        www.clarionledger.com/article/20130328/NEWS01/303280044/New-job-follows-fury-over-KFC-firing-homeless-

woman-Tupelo
11   “Dalai Lama's nephew killed on US highway” www.flaglerlive.com/17961/jigme-norbu-killed-florida/
        www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/northamerica/usa/8324872/Dalai-Lamas-nephew-killed-on-US-

highway.html
12   “Pilots charged over Argentine dirty war death flights” by  Sunita Rappai   June 3, 2011                     

www.reuters.com/video/2011/06/03/pilots-charged-over-argentine-dirty-war?videoId=211504321
13  Under the Banner of Heaven: A Story of Violent Faith by Jon Krakauer, Random House, 2003
        The 19  th   Wife: A Novel   by David Ebershoff, Random House, 2009



from the Aryan Nation and white prison gangs14.  Some of these individuals live south of the border, 
but take consulting gigs in the states, or even next door.  The Brotherhood of Scorpion Bay's 
specialties are wholly fabricated revenge porn, psychological torture, stalking, physical choking, 
assisted suicide and targeted defamation on both sides of the border.   

White supremacist gangs share objectives with extremist conservatives, and Eric Prince, known 
Christian fundamentalist and founder of Halliburton's paramilitary Blackwater/ Xe, was recently 
outed as a CIA employee.15 

These types of consultants help national security and private interests abuse the civil rights of 
innocent citizens whose politics and religious faith happens to be different from their own, or whose 
land controls valuable commodities.  Environmentalists have been special targets, and in Cajun 
country, the oil spill crisis is considered a cultural genocide  -  another battle ground in this dirty war. 

Why are innocent citizens being thrown out of their jobs, their homes, and pursued into our 
neighborhoods as the foundations of democratic society are being undermined?  Is it a case of 
National Security Gone Wild where agencies are drunk on power and exhibiting their... uh... 
psychopathic tendencies?  Partially.  Job security for agency employees, technology and weapons 
manufacturers?  Of course.  A hording of the earth's resources for what's been designated as the 
privileged few?  This may be closer to the truth.

People are documenting these phenomena with films, blogs, pamphlets, and by publicizing the rising 
trend of incarcerations without due process, such as bail or trial, but with inherent psychological 
torture.  Therefore, more people are becoming aware and are talking.  The problem is that many 
others, as happened in Argentina and Nazi Germany, don't want to face the cold facts.   

These facts include the story of hacktivist Aaron Swartz who committed suicide after being ruthlessly 
pursued by the Justice Department, even after the academic institutions dropped charges.  Jeremy 
Hammond, after being entrapped by the FBI, has been jailed in NYC for over a year without bail or 
trial, while the presiding judge refuses to acknowledge a serious conflict of interest.  As another 
example, WikiLeaks collaborator Bradley Manning was psychologically tortured while held without 
formal charges, albeit with special torture treatment credits applicable whenever his trial and 
sentencing actually occur.  His status as a Nobel Peace Prize nominee indicates that the rest of the 
world is aware of this dirty war. 

Actor Jim Carrey was especially creative while recently filming a parody of NRA members and 
blasting Fox for its distorted reporting.  Fox retaliated by broadcasting, on national networks, 
statements that they hoped his acting career was dead.  

Environmental activist Tim DeChristopher was convicted on two felony counts and is still serving time 
in Utah after being the highest bidder on lands auctioned by the federal government for their oil and 
gas rights, and failing to deliver the monies.  These are current examples of what scores of people are 
calling excessive force used against members of the general population as they turn towards 
increasingly creative methods to voice dissent, necessary since the checks and balances that are 

14  “Extremism at Home: Recent Trends in Domestic Extremist Groups: Racist Prison Gangs Cause Problems in Jails and  
on the Streets” posted Mar 6, 2007, Anti Defamation League

       www.archive.adl.org/learn/extremism_in_the_news/Other_Extremism/extremism_trends
15  “Exclusive: Court Docs Reveal Blackwater’s Secret CIA Past” by Eli Lake Mar 14, 2013 4:45 AM ED                             
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suppose to govern our institutions have failed.   

At Aspen's 2013 Sundance Film Festival, a film entitled “Dirty War“ by Jeremy Scahill illustrates what 
Americans could expect to happen within our borders unless a stop is put to this dirty war.  During an 
interview with Amy Goodman of Democracy Now!, who commented that “Sadly, it proves the 
theater of war is everywhere”, Scahill describes his film as an illustration of a “hellscape that has been 
built by a decade of covert war”16 on foreign soil. 

In covert wars, civil conventions and rules of engagement are non-existent. It's not possible that all 
the situations listed here are unconnected random events, or simply unfortunate series of events. 

It's dirty, and it's war, a covert war against American citizens within American borders.  Certain key 
public and private individuals must change this terrible reality since they're intelligent enough to be 
in charge of their situations, and wise enough to realize the authoritarian fantasy of the extremist 
conservative agenda is a completely unsustainable nightmare.   

So, how did this apparent Slow and Silent Coup d'Etat begin?  From Nixon to Reagan, from the 
Bushes to the Tea Party, Wikipedia's commonly used definition of a coup d'etat could be insightful: 

A coup d'état (/ ku de t /; plural: coups d'état), also known as aˌ ː ɪˈ ɑː  coup, a putsch, or an 
overthrow,  is  the  sudden  deposition  of  a  government, usually  by  a  small  group  of  the 
existing state establishment—typically the military—to depose the extant government and 
replace it with another body, civil or military. A coup d'état is considered successful when 
the  usurpers establish  their  dominance.  When  the  coup  neither  fails  completely  nor 
succeeds, a civil war is a likely consequence.” 17

If this is the case in America's dirty war, then maybe what's called for is a Fast & Loud Virtual Civil 
War that usurps the leaders of this extreme conservative coup, restricts their ability to broadcast 
their rhetoric, and nurtures disobedient civil servants in order to reestablish democracy.  

Rebuild a sustainable economy focused on Green technology, which would be brilliant and 
preferable to where we're headed as a nation  –  it's not too late.  Rehabilitate and construct 
permanent shelters for the homeless immediately so they can regain their dignity as human beings.

Release and publish the lists of names of those who've been targets in our dirty war.  Their access to 
due process is critical in order for us to examine ourselves as a nation.  Then, make restitution, and 
begin paying for these related costs from defense appropriations.  Only then could we move towards 
saving American democracy, ending the conflicts and wars, and exercising sustainable stewardship of 
the earths natural resources  -  for all peoples.

These are not utopian ideals, but practical applications of proven systems.  The responsibility of the 
more established liberals left standing is enormous.  Moderate conservatives, some of whom can be 
more easily controlled by GOP agenda to maintain social order, should understand that if they don't 
push for change, they'll become targets for future rounds.

16  “Obama’s Dirty Wars Exposed at Sundance” by Amy Goodman, posted Jan 23, 2013
       www.truthdig.com/report/item/obamas_dirty_wars_exposed_at_sundance_20130123/
17  Wikipedia, www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coup_d%27état


